LENIN AND THE SOVIETS TAKE POWER

LENIN  AT HIS DESK
at the naval station of Kronstadt just outside the capital
On the day following the collapse of the Kormlov coup the
Bolsheviks secured a majority in the Petrograd Soviet, and
thereby for the first time controlled its executive committee
A week later the same thing happened in the Moscow
Soviet and at Kronstadt In some other provincial centres,
including far-away Tashkent, the Soviets proceeded to take
power into their own hands The Petrograd Soviet, under
its new Bolshevik leadership, proceeded to set up a Military
Revolutionary Committee to organise an armed seizure ot
power Red Guard detachments were drilled and armed >
delegates were sent to military regiments to enlist their
support, and plans were made for the co-operation of the
sailors' committees at Kronstadt At 2 a m on November
7th Red Guard detachments silently occupied key-points
in the capital, such as the railway station, the telegraph
offices, the bridges over the river Neva and electric-power
stations The Winter Palace, where Kerensky's Govern-
ment was in session, was surrounded, and the cruiser
Aurora moved up the river from Kronstadt and trained its